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he would not consent, so Prince Waldemar declined
the  proffered  crown.     To  the  candidature  of the
Prince *of Mingrelia, a Caucasian potentate, who was
put forward by Turkey and was considered to  be
acceptable to Russia, the Bulgarians would not listen.
The best of all choices would have been the King
of   Roumania,  to   whom   the  throne   was  actually
offered.    Had King Carol accepted, he might have
formed  the  strongest   of  all  Balkan  states,  which
would have realised the ancient idea of a u VTallacho-
Bulgarian Empire," and might have even proved to
be the u nucleus of a Balkan confederation/'     But
the King was afraid of arousing the jealousy of the
Powers, and once more the welfare of the Peninsula
was sacrificed to the exigencies of its great neighbours.
Meanwhile, the position of the Regents was becom-
ing dangerous; plot succeeded plot in rapid succes-
sion, Russia had been mortally offended, and it was
imperative that a prince should be found.     Three
delegates were  accordingly sent out on a tour of
inspection among the royal cadets of Europe,    One
evening a member of the deputation was drinking
his glass of beer at Ronacher's Circus in Vienna,
when a friend introduced him to a gentleman, who
professed to know the very man for the post    The
delighted delegate told his colleagues, and next day
all  three waited  upon  Prince Ferdinand of Saxe-
Coburg-Gotha, and offered him the throne.    In order
to meet the prince's objections, the Grand Sobranje
promptly elected him.    At first, he made his accept-
ance conditional on the approval of the Powers.    But
his scruples were overcome, and on August 14, 1887,